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 In today’s global society, researchers can easily focus on a single area of study and, 
therefore, may fail to see links and influences that would have been evident if the researcher had 
taken a broader view.  Professor Swen Hutter, a political science researcher at the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy, expands on his doctoral thesis to show that concentrating 
political study within either the electoral or protest arena provides only a partial picture of 
events.  Hutter points out that “social movement scholars focus on the protest arena while those 
who are interested in challenging cleavage structures and populist right pay attention only to the 
electoral arena” (p. 132).  In his work, Hutter demonstrates the usefulness of studying both 
electoral politics and protest politics to better understand the impacts of globalization. 
The period of Dr. Hutter’s study stretches from the mid-1970s to the mid-2000s, and 
includes six Western European nations: the Netherlands, Switzerland, West Germany, Austria, 
France, and Great Britain.  Hutter divides his study into Theoretical Framework/Context and 
Empirical Analysis, and concentrates on the three areas of economic, cultural, and political 
globalization.  He uses a variety of methods including newspaper-based protest event analysis, 
content analysis of political party platforms, and broader meta-analysis.  For example, Hutter 
studied the Monday edition of a national “quality” newspaper which noted 19,182 protest events 
involving approximately “118 million participants” (p. xvii).  Using statistical analysis, and 
working from a definition of globalization as “denationalization” or the “lowering or unbundling 
of national boundaries” (p. 5), Hutter asks “whether and how protest politics in Western Europe 
has changed because of the emergence of new integration-demarcation cleavage brought about 
by globalization” (p. 132). 
The author’s style is clear and concise, the data are impressive, and his analyses are 
strong.  However, Protesting Culture and Economics in Western Europe: New Cleavages in Left 
and Right Politics depends on quantitative data analysis so the reader needs to have a working 
knowledge of this type of analysis to fully appreciate the arguments that Hutter makes.   
Hutter’s work transcends previously related research.  This book offers the first 
systematic attempt to explore the relationship between European political movements since 1975 
with party system dynamics.  The author makes useful theoretical and methodological 
contributions to the study of social movements and comparative politics which could be 
extended to other areas of Europe and beyond.  This book will be of special interest to scholars 
in the areas of political science, history, and sociology. 
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